
2. Fist bumps and dabs = respect. 
3. Strange people are not appreciated in her home. 

4. Tomatoes must go in the middle of the sandwich and not get the 
bread wet. 
5. Sometimes the most important things don’t fit on lists. 

 
But when Zelda finds out that Gert has resorted to some questionable—
and dangerous—methods to make enough money to keep them afloat, 

Zelda decides to launch her own quest. Her mission: to be legendary. It 
isn’t long before Zelda finds herself in a battle that tests the reach of her 
heroism, her love for her brother, and the depth of her Viking strength. 

June  28th  

“The Plot” by Jean Hanff Korelitz  

Jacob Finch Bonner was once a promising young novelist with a 
respectably published first book. Today, he’s teaching in a third-rate 

MFA program and struggling to maintain what’s left of his self-respect; 
he hasn’t written―let alone published―anything decent in years. When 
Evan Parker, his most arrogant student, announces he doesn’t need 

Jake’s help because the plot of his book in progress is a sure thing, Jake 
is prepared to dismiss the boast as typical amateur narcissism. But 
then . . . he hears the plot. 

 
Jake returns to the downward trajectory of his own career and braces 
himself for the supernova publication of Evan Parker’s first novel: but it 

never comes. When he discovers that his former student has died, 
presumably without ever completing his book, Jake does what any self-
respecting writer would do with a story like that―a story that 

absolutely needs to be told. 
 
In a few short years, all of Evan Parker’s predictions have come true, 

but Jake is the author enjoying the wave. He is wealthy, famous, praised 
and read all over the world. But at the height of his glorious new life, an 
e-mail arrives, the first salvo in a terrifying, anonymous campaign: Y ou 

are a thief, it says. 
 
As Jake struggles to understand his antagonist and hide the truth from 

his readers and his publishers, he begins to learn more about his late 
student, and what he discovers both amazes and terrifies him. Who was 
Evan Parker, and how did he get the idea for his “sure thing” of a 

novel? What is the real story behind the plot, and who stole it from 
whom? 
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January 25th  

“Untamed” by Glennon Doyle 
 
There is a voice of longing inside each woman. We strive so mightily to 
be good: good partners, daughters, mothers, employees, and friends. 
We hope all this striving will make us feel alive. Instead, it leaves us 
feeling weary, stuck, overwhelmed, and underwhelmed. We look at our 
lives and wonder: Wasn’t it all supposed to be more beautiful than this? 
We quickly silence that question, telling ourselves to be grateful, hiding 
our discontent—even from ourselves.  
 
For many years, Glennon Doyle denied her own discontent. Then, while 
speaking at a conference, she looked at a woman across the room and 
fell instantly in love. Three words flooded her mind: There She Is. At 
first, Glennon assumed these words came to her from on high. But she 
soon realized they had come to her from within. This was her own 
voice—the one she had buried beneath decades of numbing addictions, 
cultural conditioning, and institutional allegiances. This was the voice 
of the girl she had been before the world told her who to be. Glennon 
decided to quit abandoning herself and to instead abandon the world’s 
expectations of her. She quit being good so she could be free. She quit 
pleasing and started living. 
 
February 22nd   

“The Book of Longings” by Sue Monk Kidd  

In her mesmerizing fourth work of fiction, Sue Monk Kidd takes an 

audacious approach to history and brings her acclaimed narrative gifts 
to imagine the story of a young woman named Ana. Raised in a wealthy 
family with ties to the ruler of Galilee, she is rebellious and ambitious, 

with a brilliant mind and a daring spirit. She engages in furtive 
scholarly pursuits and writes narratives about neglected and silenced 
women. Ana is expected to marry an older widower, a prospect that 

horrifies her. An encounter with eighteen-year-old Jesus changes 
everything.  
 

Their marriage evolves with love and conflict, humor and pathos in 
Nazareth, where Ana makes a home with Jesus, his brothers, and their 
mother, Mary. Ana's pent-up longings intensify amid the turbulent 

resistance to Rome's occupation of Israel, partially led by her brother, 
Judas. She is sustained by her fearless aunt Yaltha, who harbors a 
compelling secret. When Ana commits a brazen act that puts her in 

peril, she flees to Alexandria, where startling revelations and greater 
dangers unfold, and she finds refuge in unexpected surroundings. Ana 

determines her fate during a stunning convergence of events considered 
among the most impactful in human history. 

 
March 29th  

“The Girl with the Louding Voice” by Abi Dare  

The unforgettable, inspiring story of a teenage girl growing up in a rural 
Nigerian village who longs to get an education so that she can find her 

“louding voice” and speak up for herself, The Girl with the Louding 
Voice is a simultaneously heartbreaking and triumphant tale about the 
power of fighting for your dreams.  Despite the seemingly 

insurmountable obstacles in her path, Adunni never loses sight of her 
goal of escaping the life of poverty she was born into so that she can 
build the future she chooses for herself – and help other girls like her do 

the same.  Her spirited determination to find joy and hope in even the 
most difficult circumstances imaginable will “break your heart and then 
put it back together again” (Jenna Bush Hager on The Today Show) 

even as Adunni shows us how one courageous young girl can inspire us 
all to reach for our dreams…and maybe even change the world. 

 
April  19th  
“We Share the Same Sky” by Rachael Cerrotti  
 
A granddaughter's decade-long journey to retrace her grandmother's 
wartime escape and weave together the thin threads of family history. 
In 2009, Rachael Cerrotti, a college student pursuing a career in 
photojournalism, asked her grandmother, Hana, if she could record her 
story. Rachael knew that her grandmother was a Holocaust survivor and 
the only one in her family alive at the end of the war. Rachael also 
knew that she survived because of the kindness of strangers. It wasn't a 
secret. Hana spoke about her history publicly and regularly. But, 
Rachael wanted to document it as only a granddaughter could. So, that's 
what they did: Hana talked and Rachael wrote. 
 
May 31st  

“When We Were Vikings” by Andrew David MacDonald  
For Zelda, a twenty-one-year-old Viking enthusiast who lives with her 
older brother, Gert, life is best lived with some basic rules: 
 
1. A smile means “thank you for doing something small that I liked.” 


