
NASJRE WILLOW GROVE 
RAB MEETING MINUTES 

Meeting Date: March 15, 2000 
Meeting Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Meeting Place: Navy Conference Room, Building 1 I NASJRB Willow Grove 
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NASJRB Willow Grove 
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ARS Willow Grove 
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ARS Willow Grove 
Montgomery Watson 
NORTHDIV 
USGS 
Tetra Tech Nus, Inc 
EA Engineering and Science 
PADEP 
PADEP 

Jim Edmond opened the meeting and reviewed the agenda. Mr. Edmond mentioned that in accordance 
wg efforts to enhance health, safety and environmental protection on the Air Station, the Navy 
is planning to design and construct a new building for storage and controlled distribution of 
hazardous/flammable materials. Items to be stored range from cleaning supplies to petroleum product 
oils and lubricants used in aircraft operation and maintenance. Generally, products with material safety 
data sheets (MSDSs) will be stored in the new building in segregated compartments. Construction is 
anticipated to begin in the August-September timeframe. Mr. Edmond also mentioned that the Navy is 
embarking on a two-year project to implement the international environmental standard, IS0 14001. IS0 
14001 is commonly used in industry as a standard for firms doing business overseas. The program is 
becoming more prevalent in the States, but the Department of Defense (DOD) is just beginning to take an 
interest in the advantages of the standard. 

As happened last year, the Air Station will host the Keystone State Dog Trials (June 2 through June 4) for 
sheepdog competitions. The public is also invited to attend the Air Show the Air Station will host the 16’h 
through 18’h of June. Both events will be advertised widely. information is available on the world wide 
web at NASJRB WillowGrove.navy.mil. 

A final announcement was made that Elaine Hughes, RAB member and co-chairperson of the Horsham 
Environmental Board, is organizing a stream bank restoration project along Horsham Road near the Air 
Station. The group will be putting in grasses and shrubs to restore the stream bank and encourage 
biodiversity. Interested individuals can speak with Ms. Hughes to get involved. - 
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about naturalized storm water basins using plants as living filters as advocated by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). Mr. Bishokreplied that because of -------T---- 
the limited space available, bioengineering processes are not an optron, but will be looked into. & 
RAB Member agreed that something like a biological filter would certainly help the absorption 
process. But he also agreed that if the vegetation attracts nesting water fowl that can be a threat 
to human life because of the close proximity of the aircraft, then he certainly doesn’t want to 
undermine human life. 

Mr. Edmond mentioned that a tour of the area would have helped the RAB members picture this 
relatively industrialized zone better for greater understanding of the constraints the Air Force is 
dealing with. 

Mr. Edmond introduced Jim Colter, the Navy remedial project manager, to provide a summary of work -_--“..- 
underway and future work planned on the Navy side. Mr. Colter informed the group that plans to proceed 
with the feasibility study (FS) for Site 5 - Fire training Area groundwater were premature. The EPA has 
concerns that must be addressed before the FS will be accepted. The effects of off-site pumping of 
groundwater from Horsham Township well number 26 (H-26) was not fully investigated. In addition, EPA 
requested that additional monitoring wells be considered to further define the limits of the known solvent 
groundwater plume originating in the area of the former fire training area. A shutdown test was performed 
on H-26 in January/February of this year. Results of the H-26 shutdown test will be available to discuss 
at the next RAB meeting. In addition, in the winter the Navy has been preparing to install three new 
monitoring wells and collect groundwater samples from the Site 5 area to refine the definition of 
conditions below the surface. This information will be used to finalize the FS, which has already been 
partially completed, and develop recommendations on how to remedy the situation at Site 5 groundwater. 

The other thing the Navy did over the winter was prepare to address EPA concerns at Site 1 - Privet 
Road Compound Area. Rather than install costly new monitoring wells to further investigate groundwater 
quality upgradient of the Site 1 area, the Navy developed a plan to use the two existing Navy production 
well boreholes to investigate hydrogeologic conditions in the area. This work entails alternating shut 
down of each production well pump, removing the existing antiquated Navy well pump, performance of an 
eight-hour pump test, geophysical logging of each borehole, groundwater sampling of each water bearing 
zone using packer technology, and installation of a new production well pump. When the first production 
well is back on line, the Navy will move on to the second well. By mid May both Navy production welts 
wili have been investigated and retrofitted with a new pump. 

At the request of a RAB Questionnaire comment, Mr. Cotter said that he would prepare a schedule of l.._lll- 
future planned activities, The schedule should be ready for the next RAB meeting. 

Mr. Colter discussed continued operations of the oil recovery system at the Navy fuel farm, which has 
been in operation for about two years. A copy of the annual report of operations will be given to Liz 
Gemmill to be available to any interested RAB member. The report shows that the system recovered only 
about 46 gallons in 1999. The system may recover more oil if the following year is drier, but the system 
appears to be costly for the small amount of oil being removed from the environmental. Cost based 
decisions may be in order in the next year to consider other alternatives. For instance, a system of 
oxygen-releasing compounds, similar to what the Air Force is experimenting with, may be better. 

A RAB Member suggested that the oil recovery system could be shut down during dry weather Mr. Colter 
replied that it was thought that continued pumping would artificially depress the water table and &%it%- 
the oil running into the well. Either most of the oil has been removed or the system is not working as it 
should. 

A RAB Member asked about the pulling of the Navy production well pumps, use of packer technology to 
obtaining samples near the Privet Road site, and the plan to obtain a sample off-strike, near the runway 
at Site 5. Considering the fractured structure, what is the likelihood of hitting those fractures, or how 
confident is the Navy that they can get data they can use? Would a long (like a 40 foot open case section) 
well screen be installed? Mr. Colter replied that the Navy will present a work plan to address the 
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audio/visual services) than Building 1 was found. If someone can arrange for a more 
convenient location for the community, the meeting place could be changed if the group 
agrees. The ability to do site tours is an advantage to remaining in Building 1. 
To hold to a minimum the mailing of unwanted documentation to RAB members, the Navy 
and Air Force will provide one or two copies of documents to be made available to the RAB to 
share among interested parties. 
RAB members would like to have a social type meeting to get to know one another better. It 
may be possible to have a picnic and tour the nature trait and see the Navy’s recreational 
pond in the summer months. 
To promote community involvement in the decision making process is the reason the RAB 
exists. 
Opportunities to partner with the community are always being looked for. 
The RAB helps to monitor the environmental process on the Air Station. 
Involve the community RAB members in the decision process. Ask for agenda items, 
Participate in the Horsham Environmental Advisory Board Meetings. 
Continue providing status updates to RAB members. 
The RAB wants more updates on groundwater status. 
The RAB would like to have a historical presentation on previous and present RI efforts. 
How does this base (and RAB) compare to other DOD installations in the States? April Flipse 
mentioned that there are maybe two or three community RAB members at meethgs at the 
former NAWC in Warminster now, but they are afternoon meetings. Mostly township officials 
attend. A RAB member mentioned that no one from the township attends the NASJRB 
Wrllow Grove RAB meetings. Jim Edmond replied that Elaine Hughes is a member of the 
Horsham Township Environmental Advisory Board. 

The next RAB meeting was scheduled for June 7,2000, at 6.00 p.m, 



AGENDA FOR 
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD 

FOR 
NAS JRB / ARS WILLOW GROVE 

15 March 2000 

6:00-6~15 Welcome 
Community Member Agenda Items/Comments 

6:15-6:40 Contaminated Sediment Removal Action at Air 
Force Site #3 

6:40-7:oe Update on Navy Well Survey C Future Site 
Work 

7:00-7:lO Rreak 

7:10-7:45 Discussion on FIFE2 questionnaire 

7:45-8:QO a.) Questions & Comments 
b.) Set Date for Next E?AR Meeting 

(7 June 00) 
c.) Meeting Adjourned 
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